
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Early Life and Education 

James Robert Hurst was born on October 8, 1922, near Jacksonville, North Carolina. He was the youngest 

of three children born to Kate and Andrew Hurst, who raised him on a farm near the coast. This region is close 

in proximity to the setting of his famous short story "The Scarlet Ibis," though Hurst always maintained in 

interviews that nothing about the story was autobiographical. He attended North Carolina State College, 

where he studied chemical engineering. He then served in the U.S. Army during World War II. 

 

Hurst's passion was singing, and he was accepted into the Juilliard School in New York, where he studied to 

become an opera singer. He moved to Rome, Italy, to pursue an opera career, but at the end of four years 

he decided he lacked the necessary talent and returned to the United States. 

 

Professional Years 

In 1951 Hurst took a job in the international department of the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York and 

remained there for 34 years. He wrote in his spare time, completing one play and several short stories, some of 

which were published in literary magazines. Of these, only "The Scarlet Ibis," first published in The Atlantic 

Monthly (now The Atlantic) in 1960, enjoyed enduring success. The story won the magazine's Atlantic First award 

in 1960 and immediately received a positive reaction from critics. Till this day, "The Scarlet Ibis" is frequently 

reprinted in high school and college literature textbooks.  In interviews Hurst avoided saying much about his 

inspiration for the story, though he alluded to it springing from the abandonment of his singing career. He stated 

that the meaning of stories was the business of critics and that "authors seldom understand what they write," but 

he believed his story "comments on the tenacity and the splendor of the human spirit." 

 

Death 

As time wore on Hurst ceased writing. He died on October 24, 2013, at age 91. 
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Directions:  Using the article on James Hurst, answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
 

1. Name one of Hurst’s accomplishments. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. Name one of Hurst’s failures.  What characteristic do you believe he possesses that helped him to 
keep trying? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. What is the meaning of the story, “The Scarlet Ibis”? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

4. If you were completing a research project on James Hurst, what two research questions would 
you want to investigate further? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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